Not any one thing.
Abstract The complex legacy of social class on African American lesbians in relationships was examined using a case study approach. Six highly educated, middle class African American lesbians in their mid-thirties to mid-fifties were interviewed in this exploratory study. Differences in social class were perceived as the reason for the conflict in these relationships. Conversely, similarities in social class were described as making relationships operate more smoothly. Although similarities in race can generate shared cultural values, it is the meaning given to a couple's perceived similarities and differences that influences the quality of the communication between partners. These preliminary findings highlight a previously unexplored contribution to the dynamics in African American lesbian relationships.